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Harold Pohl, “A Small Book in Length but Large in Enjoyment. In the primary essay in this small
book, with more misdirection than modesty, Mark Twain starts by saying he does not claim to
know how a story should be told but knows a good one when he hears one. Now he's talking
about "humorous" stories, the kind Americans can tell, and not the comic or witty stories that
Englishmen and Frenchmen tell. The mark of a good humorous story is in the art of its telling
and not in the subject matter, as are those told by foreign storytellers. The beauty of this essay is
that after aquainting the reader with the technique of telling a good American humorous story, he
presents a sample that proves his opening disclaimer false, by telling such a story to perfection,
and by giving the reader the illusion of hearing it told aloud on a stage, as he was noted for.
Alas, it is a story told in dialect that probably cannot be read by some today for its humor, but I
think there is a spirit in it that transcends today's objections and believe that all Americans can
revel in the good humor of the mentality behind this story.The other essays in this book are also
good examples of the work of 19th century America's greatest storyteller and wit.”

Israel Drazin, “Very funny essays and stories. Different editions of Twain's (1835-1910) writings
contain different stories. This free book for amazon kindle users has five short essays and
stories. Twain differentiates between humorous stories, which he says is an American invention,
and comic stories, which he claims is English. There is also, he says, the witty story, which is
French, but he does not discuss it in this volume. The humorous story depends on how it is told,
the other two "on the matter." The humorous story is told by word of mouth. It can go on and on
with no apparent purpose other than to be funny. The joy is in the telling and it is an art to tell it
well. He gives an example of a humorous story - The Wounded Soldier. He then gives an
example of how a humorous story should be told - The Golden Arm. He shows by the dialect and
by directions to the reader how it should be told. He emphasizes the importance of pauses and
occasional noises just at the right time and with the right length. Included in this volume is an
essay telling of four incidences that he says happened to him. The title is Mental Telepathy
Again. In each tale, another person who is far from him thinks something and he senses it. This
essay is followed by The Invalid's Story. It is a very funny tale of how a healthy man became an
invalid when he thought he was transporting the dead body of his friend to his parents when,
because of a mix up, the crate contains guns and smelly limburger cheese.”

Ali Julia, “I could not wipe a smile off my face. If anyone knows how to tell a story it is Mark Twain.
Combining humor and beautiful language this essay is a great read: education and give insight
into this great man's mind.This Kindle book includes* How to tell a story* The wounded soldier*
The golden arm* Mental telegraphy again* The invalid storyHow to tell a story starts with Mark
Twain's famous disclaimer "I do not claim that I can tell a story as it ought to be told. I only claim
to know how a story ought to be told, for I have been almost daily in the company of the most



expert story-tellers for many years."He uses the four stories to illustrate his points about story
telling.For example, his premise is that a humorous story does not have a purposes, it can go on
and on as long as it is funny. The Wounded Soldier story demonstrates this point. He explains
how to delivery a story with pauses and noises using The Golden Arm story to illustrate.This
book is a quick and easy read. And I could not wipe the smile off my face either.Ali Julia review”

WW, “A bit biased. I have always enjoyed Mark Twain's books. Mainly because he understood
the basic principles of storytelling, more than trying to sound overly-intelligent, he wanted to
sound like someone who you wanted to talk to everyday. I've read this book three times now.
Thanks Kindle for making me forget to download more books before heading into a non-wifi area
of the mountains. The main points I have always taken from Twain are, don't alienate your
audience, don't think too high of your vocabulary ability when making a simple point and enjoy
living life so you can tell enjoyable stories about life. This book is no different. It makes you laugh
some and makes you think about yourself inside. That's a trademark of Twain.”

J. White, “Literary, Humorous & Spiritual Genious. The more one learns of the author & the man
the more evident his genius in many subjects. It should be noted that he was also a great
humanitarian fighting for racial equality and women's rights. This is a perfect sample of short
stories readable or as an audio completable in it's entirety in an hour. This short collection also
gives us a glimpse into the types of humor popular in this period which makes it historically
relevant. The surprising aspect I believe most will find in this sampling of Twain are the "New
Age" thoughts. I doubt many people realize that Twain and Tesla were friends. It's my opinion
both men would still be ahead of their time in today's society. This is a book for all ages as
Twain's rare talent of what I'll call "multi-level writing" offers something for all ages and
backgrounds. Twain is that timeless writer in many ways, to be enjoyed by many generations to
come and one that you can re-read as you mature. "I've yet to read a Twain I didn't like at some
level." (They're all probably in the public domain as well & free is a price even I can afford!)”

R. LaDuke, “Love Twain!!. Love his poetic lyrics. He is a master. I love his snide comments! The
little voice inside… I learn a lot about writing by reading shorts like this about the Masters.”

Thespis916, “Words from the past. Realizing that Mark Twain wrote these stories all those years
ago and coming across it on Kindle and reading it on my phone now is awe inspiring. With each
new platform it insures our words won’t die.”

Mar Nezzo, “.. Who wouldn't be delighted to find the public domain list of FREE classic literature.
This is fantastic. All the titles I've always wanted to read and for free - this is my kind of kindle
heaven. I love the way they arrive on your kindle, they're so quick, it's like magic. Thank you
public domain!”



johnny5thumbs, “OK. It was interesting and readable - typical Sam Clemens. Good tips on
public speaking.  Amazon won't let me go until I say 6 more words”

The book by Mark Twain has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 323 people have provided feedback.
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